Peter van Inwagen – “Freedom of the Will”

Free Will – the power of acting without the constraint of necessity or fate (to be distinguished from political freedom)

Determinism – at any given time, the current state of the world and the laws of nature uniquely determine all future states of the world.
Indeterminism – the current state of the world and the laws of nature do not uniquely determine all future states of the world 
· Branching paths vs. merely apparent branching paths
· Rewinding time heuristic

Intuitively, determinism is incompatible with free will. 
· People who believe this are called incompatibilists.
· People who believe that determinism is compatible with free will are called compatibilists.

Van Inwagen presents two arguments that we do not have free will. One assumes determinism, the other assumes indeterminism. 
· The Determinism Argument
· The “No Choice Principle”:
· Suppose that p and that no one has (or ever had) any choice about whether p. And suppose also that the following conditional statement is true and that no one has (or ever had) any choice about whether it is true: if p, then q. It follows from these two suppositions that q and that no one has (or ever had) any choice about whether q.  
· IOW: 
· P (and nobody has a choice about this)
· If P, then Q (and nobody has a choice about this either)
· Therefore, Q (and nobody has a choice about this)
· The No Choice Principle implies that determinism is incompatible with free will
· It would be a great mystery if the No Choice Principle were false
· The Indeterminism Argument
· Suppose indeterminism is true. 
· So Jane’s choice about what to do is indeterministic. 
· That means that Jane can’t have any control over what choice she makes.
· So, Jane has no free will.
· It would be a great mystery if Jane somehow did have free will here

So: either determinism is indeterminism is true. If determinism is true, we have no free will. If indeterminism is true, we have no free will. Conclusion: we have no free will. 
· How do we resist this conclusion? 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Van Inwagen: only by comparison of mysteries 
